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Introduction 
 
Data 
 
 
The data in the reports are sourced from customised tables supplied by the Australian Bureau 

of Statistics (ABS) to specifications from Diversicare. These tables provide data for all usually 

resident males and females in Queensland. Tables 1 and 2 classify the population in five broad 

age groups; 0-44 years, 45-59 years, 60-69 years, 70-79 years and 80 years and over. The 

four customised tables are: 

 

Table 1: Country of birth of persons by age by SLA 

Table 2: Proficiency in spoken English by age by SLA 

Table 3: Language spoken at home by CALDB persons by SLA 

Table 4: Language spoken at home by CALDB persons, total Queensland.   

 

The tables are large, covering 480 SLAs, a total of 280 birthplace countries, four levels of 

English language proficiency and 62 language groupings.  Consequently, many of the cells are 

small or zero.  The ABS is prohibited under the Census and Statistics Act 1905 from providing 

information which could identify any particular individual or organisation.  Therefore, introduced 

random error is used to ensure that no such data are released (ABS, Census Dictionary 2006, Cat 

No 2901.0, p 200).   

 

For the 2006 Census, a new technique was developed to avoid identification of individuals. 

The confidentiality technique applied by the ABS is to slightly adjust all cells to prevent any 

identifiable data being exposed. These adjustments result in small introduced random errors. 

The technique allows very large tables, for which there is strong client demand, to be produced 

even though they contain numbers of very small cells.  

 

Modifications are made to totals and subtotals to preserve additivity within tables. Tables which 

have been randomly adjusted will be internally consistent. However comparisons with other 

tables containing similar data may show minor discrepancies. This is the case for both 

customized tables and standard products. It is not possible to determine which individual 

figures have been affected by random error adjustments, but the small variance which may be 

associated with derived totals can, for the most part, be ignored. 
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In preparing detailed tables from data supplied by the ABS, PIFU has found that the 

randomisation of small cells may result in totals which are different for the same populations in 

different tables. For example, the CALDB population classified by birthplace in Table 1 

(306,231 people) differs from the population classified by proficiency in spoken English in 

Table 6 (306,938 people). Totals may also vary within the same table if different geographies 

are summed, eg. total CALDB population in Queensland derived from the sum of SLAs may be 

different from the sum derived from Statistical Divisions (SDs). 

 
 
Culturally and linguistically diverse backgrounds 
 
 
The key target group for this project is people of cultural and linguistically diverse backgrounds 

(CALDB). This group included people from all birthplaces except English-speaking countries 

such as Australia, New Zealand, United Kingdom, Canada, USA and South Africa. A full listing 

of countries excluded is in Appendix A. Data for tables relating to birthplace are taken from 

Table 1 of the four customised tables.  

 

Data from customised Table 3 are used for tables relating to the languages spoken by people 

who speak a language other than English at home.  These people are further classified 

according to their self-assessment of proficiency in English. Overseas visitors are excluded 

throughout. 

 
Summary 
 
Population distribution 
 
The Central HACC Planning Region had a population of 453,925 people at the 2006 Census, 

making it the fourth largest HACC Region in Queensland (Table 1).  The region contained 

15,479 people identified as being of culturally and linguistically diverse backgrounds (CALDB).  

This was 3.4% of the total population, much lower than the Queensland average of 7.9% and 

the lowest for any HACC Region in the State. 

 

At the 2006 Census, there were 5,912 CALDB people aged 0-44 years, 4,443 people aged 

45-59 years, 2,727 people aged 60-69 years, 1,718 people aged 70-79 years and 679 people     

aged 80 years and over.  These people made up 2.2%, 4.7%, 5.7%, 5.9% and 4.4%                         
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respectively of the total population in each age group in the Central Region. The proportions 

for all age groups were below the Queensland averages of 6.5% (0-44 years), 9.9% (45-59 

years), 10.4% (60-69 years), 11.1% (70-79 years), and 9.6% (80 years and older).  

 

Of the Statistical Local Areas (SLAs) in the Central Region, Hervey Bay (C) – Pt A had the 

largest CALDB population, a total of 2,433 people (Table 2). Rockhampton City (1,923 people) 

had the second largest population, followed by Bundaberg City (1,699 people). In Hervey  

Bay (C) – Pt A the largest number of the CALDB population was born in Germany  

(432 people). The Cities of Bundaberg and Rockhampton both had the largest number of their 

population born in Philippines (237 and 225 people respectively) (Table 5).  

 

In Hervey Bay (C) – Pt A there were 549 people aged 60-69 years (the CALDB population was 

8.0% of the population of the SLA in this age group). Hervey Bay (C) – Pt A had the largest 

CALDB population in the region in every age group (with the exception of the 0-44 years age 

group). Bundaberg (C) had the next largest CALDB population within the 60-69 years age 

group (277 people or 5.6%), followed by Cooloola (S) – Gympie only (201 people or 12.8%). 

Almost half of the SLAs in the Central Region had proportions of CALDB population aged 60-

69 years greater than 5% (Table 3). 

 

In the 70-79 years age group, Hervey Bay (C) – Pt A had the highest number of CALDB 

persons, with 410 people or 9.0%. Bundaberg (C) had the next largest population within this 

age group (229 people or 5.8%), followed by Rockhampton (C) with 126 people or 3.4%. 

Almost half of the SLAs in the Central Region had proportions of CALDB population aged 70-

79 years greater than 5%.  

 

Within the 80 years and over age category, Hervey Bay (C) – Part A had the largest CALDB 

population (160 people or 7.0%), followed by Bundaberg (C) (95 people or 3.7%), and 

Livingstone (S) – Pt B (48 people or 6.3%). There were 19 SLAs within the Central Region that 

had no CALDB population aged 80 years and over. 
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English proficiency 
 
There were 4,028 people in the Central Region who spoke a language other than English at 

home and spoke English very well (Table 4), and 2,432 people who spoke English well. There 

were also 885 people who did not speak English well and 165 people who did not speak 

English at all.  

 
Birthplaces  
 
The top five CALDB birthplaces in the Central Region for people aged under 60 years were 

Philippines (1,584 people), Germany (925 people), Netherlands (754 people), Papua New 

Guinea (585 people) and India (396 people). The top five CALDB birthplaces in the Central 

Region for people aged 60-69 years were Germany (608 people), Netherlands (446 people), 

Italy (154 people), Philippines (113 people) and Austria (92 people).  

 

The top five CALDB birthplaces in the Central Region for people aged 70-79 years were 

Germany (379 people), Netherlands (291 people), Italy (191 people), Hungary (60 people), and 

Austria (59 people). Four of the top five CALDB birthplaces in the oldest age groups (80 years 

and over) were the same as the birthplaces for the 70-79 years category: Germany (119 

people), Netherlands (105 people), Italy (82 people), Hungary 34 people), and Poland (32 

people).  

 

Table 5 contains information on the CALDB birthplaces of people in each of the SLAs in the 

Central Region.  Records are not shown for countries with a total of three or fewer people, the 

number of birthplaces with 0-3 persons by age groups is shown at the bottom of each table.  

However, the totals for each SLA include all CALDB countries (refer to Appendix A for 

birthplace countries excluded).   
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Figure 1 CALDB population as proportion of total population, SLAs, Central 
Region, 2006 Census  
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Table 1 
 

CALDB population by age groups 
 

HACC Planning Regions 
 

2006 Census 



HACC Statistical Profile: Central Region 

Prepared for Diversicare by Planning Information and Forecasting Unit 
Queensland Department of Infrastructure and Planning 
December 2007 

12 

HACC Region 0-44 45-59 60-69 70-79 80+ Total
Central 266,534 95,025 47,612 29,359 15,395 453,925
Darling Downs South West 155,004 50,531 23,605 15,719 9,311 254,170
North Brisbane 641,645 208,391 92,364 59,946 38,618 1,040,964
Northern 249,493 74,906 28,499 16,827 9,051 378,776
Peninsula 147,207 48,070 18,847 10,305 5,602 230,031
South Brisbane 409,427 124,648 48,606 31,818 22,626 637,125
West Moreton South Coast 568,340 179,754 76,884 45,097 26,525 896,600
Other (a) 7,019 3,352 1,896 505 133 12,905
TOTAL 2,444,669 784,677 338,313 209,576 127,261 3,904,496

HACC Region 0-44 45-59 60-69 70-79 80+ Total
Central 5,912 4,443 2,727 1,718 679 15,479
Darling Downs South West 4,932 2,005 1,086 777 373 9,173
North Brisbane 40,119 18,541 8,602 6,244 3,229 76,735
Northern 7,393 4,377 2,182 1,494 869 16,315
Peninsula 8,077 4,682 2,385 1,753 891 17,788
South Brisbane 53,220 22,764 8,266 5,466 3,340 93,056
West Moreton South Coast 38,251 20,882 9,665 5,778 2,843 77,419
Other (a) 587 208 127 44 7 973
TOTAL 158,491 77,902 35,040 23,274 12,231 306,938

HACC Region 0-44 45-59 60-69 70-79 80+ Total
Central 2.2 4.7 5.7 5.9 4.4 3.4
Darling Downs South West 3.2 4.0 4.6 4.9 4.0 3.6
North Brisbane 6.3 8.9 9.3 10.4 8.4 7.4
Northern 3.0 5.8 7.7 8.9 9.6 4.3
Peninsula 5.5 9.7 12.7 17.0 15.9 7.7
South Brisbane 13.0 18.3 17.0 17.2 14.8 14.6
West Moreton South Coast 6.7 11.6 12.6 12.8 10.7 8.6
Other (a) 8.4 6.2 6.7 8.7 5.3 7.5
TOTAL 6.5 9.9 10.4 11.1 9.6 7.9

(a) No Usual Address and Off-Shore Areas and Migratory

CALDB population as % total population by age group

CALDB population by age group

Total population by age group

Total CALDB population by age group
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Table 2 
 

SLAs by CALDB population by age groups 
 

Central Region 
 

2006 Census 
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SLAs by age groups by CALDB population

SLA 0-44 45-59 60-69 70-79 80+ Total
Aramac (S) 7 3 3 0 0 13
Banana (S) 244 90 37 18 21 410
Barcaldine (S) 13 7 0 0 6 26
Barcoo (S) 3 0 3 3 0 9
Bauhinia (S) 15 25 3 0 0 43
Biggenden (S) 9 24 11 0 9 53
Blackall (S) 13 6 3 4 0 26
Boulia (S) 0 0 4 0 0 4
Bundaberg (C) 678 420 277 229 95 1,699
Burnett (S) - Pt A 185 192 132 87 24 620
Burnett (S) - Pt B 134 183 150 75 22 564
Calliope (S) - Pt A 151 125 63 28 18 385
Calliope (S) - Pt B 30 38 16 11 6 101
Cherbourg (S) 3 0 0 0 0 3
Cooloola (S) - Gympie only 198 136 79 42 10 465
Cooloola (S) (excl. Gympie) 195 244 201 77 29 746
Diamantina (S) 0 0 0 0 0 0
Duaringa (S) 68 53 6 3 6 136
Eidsvold (S) 5 9 0 0 0 14
Emerald (S) 300 109 68 44 15 536
Fitzroy (S) - Pt A 52 21 6 9 0 88
Fitzroy (S) - Pt B 30 23 6 3 0 62
Gayndah (S) 29 22 11 7 3 72
Gladstone (C) 444 302 122 93 28 989
Hervey Bay (C) - Pt A 648 666 549 410 160 2,433
Hervey Bay (C) - Pt B 29 51 46 33 3 162
Ilfracombe (S) 0 0 0 0 0 0
Isis (S) 89 91 66 37 7 290
Isisford (S) 4 3 0 0 0 7
Jericho (S) 4 4 0 0 0 8
Kilkivan (S) 28 25 15 17 3 88
Kingaroy (S) 112 106 48 24 10 300
Kolan (S) 51 90 51 15 0 207
Livingstone (S) - Pt A 37 27 14 0 3 81
Livingstone (S) - Pt B 240 263 129 99 48 779
Longreach (S) 33 27 3 11 0 74
Maryborough (C) 217 229 151 84 40 721
Miriam Vale (S) 69 56 49 19 6 199
Monto (S) 12 17 4 0 6 39
Mount Morgan (S) 18 29 20 6 6 79
Mundubbera (S) 45 15 6 3 4 73
Murgon (S) 37 12 28 3 6 86
Nanango (S) 84 127 77 43 23 354
Peak Downs (S) 30 3 0 0 0 33
Perry (S) 3 4 6 0 0 13
Rockhampton (C) 1,207 406 146 126 38 1,923   
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SLAs by age groups by CALDB population - Continued

SLA 0-44 45-59 60-69 70-79 80+ Total
Tambo (S) 0 0 5 3 3 11
Tiaro (S) 50 73 64 25 6 218
Winton (S) 7 9 13 8 0 37
Wondai (S) 18 32 24 13 6 93
Woocoo (S) 34 46 12 6 9 107
Woorabinda (S) 0 0 0 0 0 0
TOTAL 5,912 4,443 2,727 1,718 679 15,479  
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Table 3 
 

SLAs by proportion of CALDB population by age groups 
 

Central Region  
 

2006 Census 
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SLAs by age groups by proportion of population CALDB

SLA 0-44 45-59 60-69 70-79 80+ Total
Aramac (S) 1.6 2.1 3.5 0.0 0.0 1.8
Banana (S) 2.8 3.5 3.5 2.9 6.5 3.1
Barcaldine (S) 1.3 2.4 0.0 0.0 11.8 1.6
Barcoo (S) 1.3 0.0 8.3 21.4 0.0 2.5
Bauhinia (S) 1.0 5.8 1.8 0.0 0.0 2.0
Biggenden (S) 1.2 6.8 4.2 0.0 12.7 3.5
Blackall (S) 1.6 1.8 2.0 3.1 0.0 1.8
Boulia (S) 0.0 0.0 10.8 0.0 0.0 1.0
Bundaberg (C) 2.6 4.9 5.6 5.8 3.7 3.7
Burnett (S) - Pt A 2.5 6.0 7.2 8.1 6.1 4.4
Burnett (S) - Pt B 2.0 6.0 9.6 11.2 12.8 4.6
Calliope (S) - Pt A 1.6 4.3 6.5 5.8 6.8 2.8
Calliope (S) - Pt B 1.9 5.7 5.6 8.2 14.6 3.7
Cherbourg (S) 0.3 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.3
Cooloola (S) - Gympie only 1.9 2.8 2.9 3.5 2.3 2.4
Cooloola (S) (excl. Gympie) 2.0 7.8 12.8 5.9 3.5 4.5
Diamantina (S) 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Duaringa (S) 1.4 3.8 2.0 3.6 20.0 2.0
Eidsvold (S) 1.1 4.9 0.0 0.0 0.0 1.6
Emerald (S) 2.9 4.3 8.1 11.1 10.2 3.7
Fitzroy (S) - Pt A 1.2 1.8 1.3 3.3 0.0 1.4
Fitzroy (S) - Pt B 1.1 2.3 1.2 1.5 0.0 1.4
Gayndah (S) 1.9 3.7 3.3 3.8 2.5 2.6
Gladstone (C) 2.2 5.4 6.5 8.7 6.0 3.4
Hervey Bay (C) - Pt A 2.7 6.6 8.0 9.0 7.0 5.1
Hervey Bay (C) - Pt B 1.4 5.1 8.2 9.6 2.6 4.0
Ilfracombe (S) 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Isis (S) 3.0 5.7 6.3 7.5 4.0 4.6
Isisford (S) 2.8 3.9 0.0 0.0 0.0 2.7
Jericho (S) 0.7 2.2 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.9
Kilkivan (S) 1.5 3.0 3.1 7.8 3.3 2.6
Kingaroy (S) 1.5 4.2 4.4 3.1 1.9 2.5
Kolan (S) 2.1 7.5 8.1 6.1 0.0 4.5
Livingstone (S) - Pt A 1.4 3.1 5.6 0.0 12.0 2.1
Livingstone (S) - Pt B 1.7 4.5 4.6 6.0 6.3 3.1
Longreach (S) 1.4 4.3 1.3 5.0 0.0 2.1
Maryborough (C) 1.5 4.2 5.2 4.3 2.9 2.8
Miriam Vale (S) 2.6 3.8 7.2 8.6 7.3 3.9
Monto (S) 1.0 3.1 1.3 0.0 4.6 1.6
Mount Morgan (S) 1.2 4.3 4.8 2.4 4.3 2.6
Mundubbera (S) 3.7 3.4 2.4 2.1 5.1 3.4
Murgon (S) 1.8 1.8 7.3 1.1 4.3 2.5
Nanango (S) 1.8 5.9 5.7 6.3 9.2 3.9
Peak Downs (S) 1.2 0.5 0.0 0.0 0.0 1.0
Perry (S) 1.4 3.9 9.7 0.0 0.0 3.1
Rockhampton (C) 3.3 3.7 3.1 3.4 1.6 3.3  
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SLAs by age groups by proportion of population CALDB - Continued

SLA 0-44 45-59 60-69 70-79 80+ Total
Tambo (S) 0.0 0.0 7.5 12.0 30.0 2.0
Tiaro (S) 1.9 5.2 7.5 8.6 7.8 4.1
Winton (S) 0.9 3.1 7.5 7.9 0.0 2.7
Wondai (S) 0.8 3.2 4.1 3.9 3.3 2.1
Woocoo (S) 1.8 5.1 3.0 3.6 23.1 3.1
Woorabinda (S) 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
TOTAL 2.2 4.7 5.7 5.9 4.4 3.4  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



HACC Statistical Profile: Central Region 

Prepared for Diversicare by Planning Information and Forecasting Unit 
Queensland Department of Infrastructure and Planning 
December 2007 

19 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Table 4 
 

English proficiency of CALDB population by age groups 
 

Central Region 
 

2006 Census 
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English proficiency by age groups

Age English proficiency TOTAL
0-44 Very well 1,774
45-59 Very well 1,102
60-69 Very well 656
70-79 Very well 386
80+ Very well 110
TOTAL 4,028

Age English proficiency TOTAL
0-44 Well 1,000
45-59 Well 551
60-69 Well 417
70-79 Well 339
80+ Well 125
TOTAL 2,432

Age English proficiency TOTAL
0-44 Not well 479
45-59 Not well 139
60-69 Not well 105
70-79 Not well 97
80+ Not well 65
TOTAL 885

Age English proficiency TOTAL
0-44 Not at all 120
45-59 Not at all 10
60-69 Not at all 6
70-79 Not at all 18
80+ Not at all 11
TOTAL 165

Age English proficiency TOTAL (a)
0-44 Total 3,373
45-59 Total 1,802
60-69 Total 1,184
70-79 Total 840
80+ Total 311
TOTAL 7,510

(a) The following categories have been excluded: 
Both language (LANP) and proficiency (ENGP) not stated;
Language (LANP) stated, proficiency (ENGP) not stated;
Not applicable  
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Table 5 

 
SLAs by country of birth of CALDB population by age groups 

 
Central Region  

 
2006 Census 
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Aramac Shire - Country of birth x age groups - 2006 Census

Country of birth 0-44 45-59 60-69 70-79 80+ TOTAL
Nigeria 4 0 0 0 0 4
Birthplaces with 0-3 persons 3 3 3 0 0 9
TOTAL 7 3 3 0 0 13  
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Banana Shire - Country of birth x age groups - 2006 Census

Country of birth 0-44 45-59 60-69 70-79 80+ TOTAL
Philippines 33 16 0 3 0 52
Brazil 46 0 0 0 0 46
Netherlands 0 18 17 3 0 38
Viet Nam 38 0 0 0 0 38
China (excludes SARs and Taiwan Province) 21 3 3 0 3 30
Germany 5 4 6 3 3 21
Italy 0 3 0 9 3 15
Papua New Guinea 9 5 0 0 0 14
Malaysia 11 3 0 0 0 14
Zimbabwe 10 3 0 0 0 13
Thailand 6 4 0 0 0 10
Russian Federation 4 0 0 0 3 7
Belgium 3 0 0 0 3 6
France 3 3 0 0 0 6
Switzerland 0 3 0 0 3 6
Poland 3 3 0 0 0 6
Kenya 3 3 0 0 0 6
Finland 0 0 5 0 0 5
India 5 0 0 0 0 5
Malta 4 0 0 0 0 4
South Eastern Europe, nfd 0 4 0 0 0 4
Burma (Myanmar) 4 0 0 0 0 4
Argentina 4 0 0 0 0 4
Peru 4 0 0 0 0 4
Ethiopia 4 0 0 0 0 4
Birthplaces with 0-3 persons 24 15 6 0 3 48
TOTAL 244 90 37 18 21 410  
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Barcaldine Shire - Country of birth x age groups - 2006 Census

Country of birth 0-44 45-59 60-69 70-79 80+ TOTAL
Zimbabwe 7 0 0 0 0 7
Ukraine 0 4 0 0 0 4
Birthplaces with 0-3 persons 6 3 0 0 6 15
TOTAL 13 7 0 0 6 26  
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Barcoo Shire - Country of birth x age groups - 2006 Census

Country of birth 0-44 45-59 60-69 70-79 80+ TOTAL
Croatia 0 0 3 3 0 6
Birthplaces with 0-3 persons 3 0 0 0 0 3
TOTAL 3 0 3 3 0 9  
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Bauhinia Shire - Country of birth x age groups - 2006 Census

Country of birth 0-44 45-59 60-69 70-79 80+ TOTAL
Philippines 0 4 0 0 0 4
Birthplaces with 0-3 persons 15 21 3 0 0 39
TOTAL 15 25 3 0 0 43  
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Biggenden Shire - Country of birth x age groups - 2006 Census

Country of birth 0-44 45-59 60-69 70-79 80+ TOTAL
Philippines 6 4 3 0 0 13
Germany 0 4 5 0 3 12
Netherlands 0 9 0 0 3 12
Japan 0 4 0 0 0 4
Birthplaces with 0-3 persons 3 3 3 0 3 12
TOTAL 9 24 11 0 9 53  
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Blackall Shire - Country of birth x age groups - 2006 Census

Country of birth 0-44 45-59 60-69 70-79 80+ TOTAL
Philippines 9 6 0 0 0 15
Kiribati 4 0 0 0 0 4
Fiji 0 0 0 4 0 4
Birthplaces with 0-3 persons 0 0 3 0 0 3
TOTAL 13 6 3 4 0 26  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



HACC Statistical Profile: Central Region 

Prepared for Diversicare by Planning Information and Forecasting Unit 
Queensland Department of Infrastructure and Planning 
December 2007 

29 

Boulia Shire - Country of birth x age groups - 2006 Census

Country of birth 0-44 45-59 60-69 70-79 80+ TOTAL
Austria 0 0 4 0 0 4
Birthplaces with 0-3 persons 0 0 0 0 0 0
TOTAL 0 0 4 0 0 4  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


